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jhe Court Report as a
thetorical Device

1s neutral and objective.

data 15 manipulated,
1sions begin to be made

hich orient data along certain

bjective, rhetorical poles that
ect the values and priorities of the
son (agency) manipulating the

us, your court reports reflect your
e set, as a DSS employee, and

constitutes one effort among many to
negotiate a decision in court that
similarly reflects these values.



must persuade 1n order to
tiate a re-distribution of power.



‘Research

the raw data for a court report?
bservation

rd party observation

; . dmi |
rd party reports (FIPP, CDSA,
Enf)) |

hological evaluations, substance
2 assessments, etc.

0 oraphs

naper stories
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Past History

ly appear in Dispositional

tly summarize the



current History

y should be tailored to address
1l 1ssues the judge 1s required to

, rent, guardian or caretaker
can presently ite with the minor
child.

‘reunification with a parent, guardian
caretaker 1s not possible now, whether
night be possible within a reasonable

eriod of time.

reunification 1s not possible, whether
1er plans have been evaluated to
achieve permanence.

W The goals of the foster care placement.

¥]Whether a new foster care plan 1s
necessary




_urrent History

) 15SUes continued:

d is doing in the current

blan 1s appropriate.

or 17, what
ssment of independent living has
1 made and/or what independent

“"\.l .Sit

he juvenile 1

> plan has been made.

) sther TPR should be considered
C. Gen. Stat. 7B-906, 7B-907)



Whethey,a parent, guardian
OYgGaretaker can presently
revnite with the minor child.

) answer:

plan been developed? If not,
0, what are the plan’s terms?

t effc s each parent made since
he last review

rvices? Refrai

regard to obtaining
from prohibited
haviors? Regarding visitation?

hat barriers exist to accomplishing a
n of reunification?

1t reasonable to expect that each parent
apable of overcoming barriers to
reunification?



[ reunification is not possible,
mhether other plans have been
Waltated to achieve permanence

1swer.

itives exist who can
i 10me for the
venile: e they been
ssessed?
o relative placements exist,
the child a candidate for:

L egal Custody
Adoption
uardianship

other Planned Permanent Living
Arrangement (14 and older,
family setting, continuous
placement for six months)




1€ goals of the
2 care placement

AINNISWCT'.

affect the child in the
Ing?

been made to
within foster home

hat plans h
rcome barrie

1€ current or permanent case

?

at services are being offered to the
loster care setting?

Ist > foster care plan meeting the
child’s needs and should a new foster
- care plan be undertaken?



jlhat visitation plan is

dppropriate

tation 1s allowed?

itation plan? If not, why

0 18 VIS1 d how often?

w does the parent / child respond
sitation? "

s the visitation plan need to be

ote: It 1s absolutely imperative that the judge
have a copy of the current visitation plan as

~ the yudge must approve the plan.



Nndependent Living

Swer.

ile is 16 or 17, has the
assessed for

pende ing needs?
there an inde

ot, why not?

dent living plan?

715 the juvenile complying with
existing independent living plan?
he Judge must have a copy of the

z‘.
b

ndependent living plan.



Statement of
sonable Efforts

»
’

e efforts statements are

1 order to quality for IV-E

a "ab e efforts statements should
case specific and should establish a
us between the effort made by the

> and (1) meeting the needs of the
nile; (2) preventing the need to
10ve the juvenile from the home;
(3) effectuating the permanent
plan.

) Reasonable efforts should be evident
~ in Court report.



statement of
easonable Efforts

f reasonable efforts should be
d attached to every court

sonable Effort Statements:

ided Medica
sportation, etc.

1sitation,

asonable Lffort Statements:

Transported parent, who had no
transportation, to FIPP to enable parent
to vasit with child and overcome
diagnosed 1ssues of bonding which are a
barrier to reunification.




chments

urt report should have
pies of the following:

lon plan

t Ind 1dent Living plan

‘1
crent psychological evaluations,
hiatric evaluations, substance

€ assessments, progress notes or
ates from therapists, current

1inal charges for parents, etc.

avit of reasonable eflforts



hings to Have

graphs or timelines



.’t reference the Howard
zenbaum Multi-ethnic Placement
“or the Indian Child Welfare Act
ss there has been a bona fide
mination of applicability and
actions were taken in accordance with

W the Act(s).



10 Whnom are court
eports distributed ?

)t Parent

) se)

, Attorney



ANNEN should court
reports be
distributed?

S require court reports to
distributed 10 days prior
ed Adjudicatory and
(Local Rules 19.c



